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This subject illustrates a case of rapid metabolism that is probably
drug induced. The patient had very high levels of EDDP in all
specimens collected but levels of methadone ranging from 121 to
284 ng/mL. In this patient, use of methadone screens alone would
lead to incorrect conclusions about compliance with methadone
treatment since they are all negative.
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This figure shows a patient with extraordinarily high levels of
methadone, ranging up to more than 40,000 ng/mL (4-10 times
higher than typical levels). In contrast to specimens from most
patients, no EDDP was found in the specimens from this subject,
strongly suggesting diversion of the methadone and “spiking” of
the urine to pass the drug screens.
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